1ly

The Minister for Railways: With all his
virtue, he charges twice as much here,

Mr. LINDSAY: What I have said previ-
ously on this subject I am prepared to re-
peat now. I was in the Eastern States with
Mr. 8am McKay for two days going through
his works. He questioned me about the
possibilities of wheat production in Western
Australia. 1 then told him, and I am pre-
paiul now to maintuing (hat the finn could
sell more machines in Western Australia
than iz all the rest of Australia. Mr. McKay
agreed with me, rayiog “I will go over to
Western Australia, and if I can get the same
conditions I will start the making””—not the
assembling, it is to be noted—“of machines
there”” When he came over here to consult,
a meeting of the metropolitan conneil of
the AL.P. told him, “You eannot have piece-
work” 1Ilis reply was, “If I eannot have
piecework here, I will net start at all.” The
Minister for Railways says Mr. MecKay bas
pieeework in the East. Of conrse he has.
Had he been allowed to institnte the piece-
work system in Western Australia, the
furmers of Western Awustralin would have
derived the advantages I have indicated.
They would have been saved the cost of
assembling in the BEastern States, the cost of
freight from the East to Western Aunstralia,
sl the cost of reassemhline here. The
machines would have cost them fully 10 per
cent. less than they are costing to-day. Let
me illustrate the difference hy quoting
firures. In Melhourne a reaper and har-
vester of 10 feet costs €170. In Perth the
same machine costs £18). A 20-dise drill
costs £80 in Melbourne, and in Perth costs
£88 105, A vombined 16 x 33 in Melbourne
costs £76, and in Perth £88 10s. Those
prices indieate the saving which would re-
sult to Western Australian farmers if the
implements were manufactured here. Under
those conditions, moreover, there would be
306 or 400 citizens of this State receiving 30
per cent. more than the award of the Arbi-
tration Comrt. I realise as well as anybody
else thet in the past there have been serious
difficulties about piecework. However, I
investigated the piecework system in Vie-
toria. I consuolted the men, and I even
went so far as to ask how they arrived at
prices. Their manner of doing so is remark-
able. It appears that three men out of the
shop consult with three foremen or officials
in like positions. There bas been no frie-
tion. There has never been a strike in the
works. The wages sheets showed that the
average person employed there received 30
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per cent. more than the wages fixed by the
Arbitration Court. However, more than 30
per cent. additional work is done. The over-
head costs remain the same whether a man
turns out only one ploughshare per day or
a greater number. The same amount of
supervision is required in either case. If
the output of a man is doubled, overhead
charges, so far as he is concerned, are re-
duced hy 50 per cent. Consequently the
manufactnrer muost be able to reduce the
price of the ariiele. I had not expected to
he drawn into al} these arguments to-night.
If I bad foreseen a few of the interjections,
I would have collected more data to enable
me to deal with the questions thnt have been
roised. I hope that on some future date I
shall have the opportunity of addressing
myself to them again.

On motion by Mr. Brown, debate ad-

journed.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.

Legistative Councu,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.an., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WORKERS' COMPENSA-
TION ACT, ABUSES.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Chief See-
retary: In view of the abuges of the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act, as disclosed by the
insurance companies, do the Government
propose to amend that Act during the pres-
ent session ¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Itis
not admitted that the information pub-
lished by the insurance companies is eor-
rect. A statement dealing with the matter
will be made shortly.
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QUESTION—DURATION OF LIFE.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What was the average duration
of life in Australia in the year 18307 2,
‘What was the average duration of life in
Australia during the year 19287

The CLLLEF SECRETARY replied: 1 und
2, As far as the Government Statistician
is aware, the information is not available.
He states that the average duration of life
in Australia is ascertained by the Com-
monwenlth Statistician after the taking of
an Australian census. As the Cuminonweallh
Burean of Statistics was not in existence
in 1880, it would appear that the average
duration of life in Ausfralia in that year
was not ascertained. As no eensus of Aus-
tralia has been taken sinee 1921, it follows
that the average duration of life in Austra.
lia during the year 1928 has not been as-
certained.

QUESTION—SUPERPHOSFHATE.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Chief See-
retary: When was superphosphate first
used as a fertiliser in Western Anstralia?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: It is
believed from inguiries made that super-
phosphate was first used as a fertiliser in
Australia about 1880,

QUESTION—SLEEPERS, SELLING
PRICES.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Chief Sec-
retary: What was the export selling price
of sleepers per load during the yeurs 1914,
1924, and 19281

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Dur-
ing the year 1914, average about £3; during
the vear 1924, average abont £7 13s.; dur-
ing the year 1928, average about £6 2s Gd.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 1lst August.

HON, ¢. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[4.40]: I wish to refer to one or two mat-
ters, but I shall not detain the House very
long. 1 am pleased that His Excelleney
was able to report in bis Speech that the
affairs of Western Australia were upon such
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a satisfactory basis. I bave just returned
from a visit to the Eastern States, and 1
found that the conditions there were most
deplorable. The depression was empha-
sised in Melbourne and Adelaide, and when I
returned to Western Australia, it appeared
lo me that I had come from depression
to a land where the prospects were bright
and conditions seemed to be satisfactory. The
drought in the Wast is most regreftable and
we are sorry that it has oceurred. At the
same time it has brought to Western Aus-
tralia one of the best advertisements we
could have. Great attention is being pail
to this State on the other side of the Bight.
This cheery optimism, however, has been, in
a sense, dampened by the rather heavy de-
ticit that the Government announced at the
end of the financial year. I do not think
that anyone eould ¢laim that the year was a
very bad one from various standpoints, It
suggests to me that something is wrong re-
garding the way the finances have been ad-
ministered. It certainly tends to make one
refleet upon what the position would be if
we happened to encounter an extremely had
season. It is but six weeks ago, when the
price of wheat was down to 3s. 9d. per
hushel, that matters looked black for Aus-
tralis as a whole and for the wheat pro-
dueers of Western Australian in particu-
lzr. That price represents a figure a long
way below that at which wheat can be grown,
and it is satisfactory that that position has
been relieved since then even if only tempor-
arily. Reverting to the Governor's Speech,
I eannot see that there is mueh in it at all.
lt is an extraordinarily empty ulterance.
It refers to a lot vt which we already know,
and to what has been done in the past. I
think the Speceh should have referred more
particularly 1o what is to be placed before
ns during the few months of this session.
We find alse that it containa very little
m regard to the future. Certain referenes
is made to the introdonetion of a Kural Bank
Bill. T do not guite know what a rural
bank is; I have asked a nnmber of parlia-
mentanans older in experience than I am,
but they do not seem to know much abont
i,

Hon, H. Stewart: The Government men-
tioned the same subject in an earlier Speech,
but we heard no more about it.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOOM: Was no ex-
planation given to the House?

Hon. H. Stewart: No, none.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think there is n
rura] bank in New South Wales,
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Hon. . H, WITTENOQOM: It may prove
to be an oif-shoot of the Agrieultural Bank.
It so, it will probably be of some assist-
ance to the pecple on the land and the party
lo which I Lelong will doubtless give the
measures their whole-hearted assistance. 1
Lelieve the Bill will be supported by this
Chumber as well as by the lower House.
1l regret that no reference was made in
the Speech to the introdoction of a Hos-
pital Fund Bill. We have all looked for-
ward to the introduction of that mmeasurs
agoin and we expected to find some men-
tion of it in the Governor's Speech, to give
us an indieation as to the intentions of the
{iovernment regarding the finaneing of hos-
pitals.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Government told
you of their intentions last session,

Hon. ¢, H. WITTENOQOOM : The finances
of the hospitals are in a deploruble condi-
tion. Tn fact, a Bill must be introduced,
beeanse the hospitals eannot continne with-
out adequate provision being made to meet
the finoneinl posifion. 1 hope the Govern-
mment will not oppose uny further the sale
e preminm Londs or permission being ex-
tend for the econduel of » State lottery. Tt
seems seandalous that so mueh money from
this Rtate should go to Queensland and
Tasmania; it should be kept here for the
alleviation of pain and distress rather than
be sent to the other States fw distributinn
there. We are all opposed to gambling, and
there is no doubt that a State lottery ren-
vesents straight-out gambling, whereas deal-
ings in premium bonds are not regarded in
exactly the same category. Ii does not
wean that a man must lose anything at all,
Anyhow 1 hope this nuestion will be
seriously considered by the Government.

Hon. F. H. Gray: You would have the
wowsers up against vou.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The churches are not
against premium bonds.

Hon, ¢. H. WITTENOOM: Premium
bonds are not a gamble. T wish now to re-
fer to a subject on which I touched last yea:
-—the Albany harbour-—and I suppoese I
shall have to refer to it every year so long
as I remain a member of this House. Be-
fore I cease to be a member, however, I hope
the Government will recognise the wondertfui
natural facilities of that harbour. The Gov-
ernment’s refusal to grant Albany a harbour
board was a great disappointment to fhe
Jreaple interested in the port. A great deal
of data wns obtained and a great deal of
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trouble was taken to show that a harbour
hoard for Albany would be a feasible pro-
position, We hope the Government have not
altogether given up the idea of granting the
port a barbour hoard. 1t is bevoud urgu-
went that if the harbour were placed under
the contro! of a hoard of men particularly
interested in its business, they could work it
nmore economically and with better results
than ean a Govermment department such as
the Railway Department, who are running il
at present. The Railway Depariment may
make many mistakes. Daring the last few
months there has been in Albany a dredge
whose work wus to remove some bank or ob-
struction in what is known nas the Banjo
Anchorage. In two or three weeks she com-
pleted her work and then was tied up to the
town jetty, where she remained for an ap-
preciable time doing nothing at all. Yet
there was any amount of work she might
bhave done. Little silt collects around the
Jjetties, Lut there was some acenmulation be-
cause no dredging had been done for many
years, and the dredge might usefully have
been employed to clear up the accumulation.
The swinging area is hardly large enough for
the bigger ships now using the harbonr.
The dredge counld well have been employed
in enlarging that area and in making the
Jetty available for use by larger ships than
those that tie up there at present. When
the dredge was working, it was the custom
to fill up her boppers with the spoil and
deposit it at sea. That was a most extra-
ordinary procedure and the people of Al-
bany asked why the speil eould not be used
for the initial reclamation work for the
future benefit of the harbour. We were
given some reason or other by the Govern-
ment, but T think some arronzement should
have been made for the use of the spoil as
T have indicated. We at Alhany are handi-
capped in the shipping of wheat, fruit and
wool owing to the lack of wharf facilities.
Members will scarcely helieve me when I
tell them the conditiens obtaining there.
Wheat, wool and fruit have heen shipped
froni Albany almost is long as anybody can
remember.

Hon. H. Stewart:
pedition,

Hon. C. TI. WITTENGOM : Yes. Yet
we have not a single erane biz enough to
double-hank with the ships’ gear in the load-
ing of wheat. Last year Albany sent away
nearly 400,000 bazs of wheat and the har-
hour bhad not on efficient crane to assist in

And with record ex-
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the loading of it. We have one erane--a
5-ton erane, I think—which in ifs way is
excellent for ships of about 700 or 800 tons
like the “‘Ikybra” or the old “Eucla,” but it
is not big enough to plurmb the holds of tae
bigger ships. It is nscless for working the
oversen ~lips that now visit the harbour.

Hon, 1. Stewart: Did you have bigg:
craney there in the old days?

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOJ: Neo. There
is anvther diliculty. If we had a bigger
erane now, it would have to be run along th-
same melals as the trains use and so facili-
ties other than eranes are also requived. Th.-
time has zlso arrived when shed a-rommoda-
tion =hould be provided for the rapidly in-
creasing f'ruit export trade. Mt Barker is
vne of the most important apple-growing
districtz in the State and probably one of
the biggest in Anstralia, but we have ne
sheds at the Albany harbour in which to
store the fruit. The fruit has to be conveyed
from Mt. Barker or wherever it is grown
straight to the ship’s side becanse there are
no sheds at the wharf to take it. The time
hag arrived when such sheds sheould be pro-
vided. There are other diffienlties eonnected
with the barbour that mn<t he overcome. The
Jetties are not very wide and before sheds
be erected on them, the jetties would have
to be widened. Probably it would pay and
would be better to construct mew wharves,
A comprehensive scheme should be drawn
up, and improvements begun in a small way
should form part of the comprehensive
scheme. The facilities at present are very
poor indeed. I watched a vessel eoming
alongside the jetty & couple of months ago.
She had a line made fast to the jetiy by
which to haul alongside, and I was warned
to keep away from the spot. The jetty is
s0 old and rotten that it was absolutely
danevrons to stand there. Finally she hadl
to let go and the steamer was manoenvred
alongside without its aid. That is one of
the many difficulties that keep ocenrring at
Albany. Yet no mouey is spent on the har-
hour; nothing is done, I am supposed to
be adaressing my remarks to the Governor’s
Speech.

Hon. H. Stewart:
tioned in the Speech.

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM : The para-
graph reads—

In aceordance with the undertaking given

to Parliament, the (overnment secured the
services of an eminent engineer to examing

Harbours are men-
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proposals for the extension of the Fremantle
Barbour, It is expeeted that the report will
be available in the near future. Work in eon-
neetion with the new barbour scheme at Ger-
aldton has been continued; and dredging,
wmuintenanee and improvements have been
eurried out at Fremantle, Bunbury and Esper-
anee, The Swan River improvement scheme
hay also been continued.

Every place of importance is menfioned
with the exception of Albany.

Hon, H. Stewart: Albany and Hopetoun
are in the same category.

Hon, C. H.L WITTENQOOM : Hopetoun
has not the same water facilities.

Hon, H. Stewart: I realise that.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM : Albany is
in a very bad way owing to the laek
of adequate harbour faeilities. When the
member for the district begins his eleetion
eampaion, as he will have to do shortly,
one of hbis audieace will svely agi, “What
have your Government done for Albany?”

Hon. E. H. Gray: Pre-arranged?

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: If that ques-
tion is put, I think the member for the dis-
trict will have to keep pretty silent.

Hon. B, H. Gray: I think Mr. Wans-
brough has done his part towards it.

Hon, H. Stewart: Keep on thinking.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: We do not
know what his part consists of. Perhaps he
has done his best.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Did not the previous
member for Albany get anything donet

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member should be allowed to proceed with-
out interruption.

Hon. C, H. WITTENOOM: The guestion
of new railways, 1 lake it, will not be dis-
cussed very much pending the report of the
Migration Commission on the 3,500 farms
scheme. 1t has come as a very great sux-
prise to me—and I think to other members
of the House also—to read in the Press the
remarks of the Premier regarding the Boyup
Brook-Cranbrook railway and to find it is
not ineluded in the immediate programme.
That line was promised vears ago; the sur-
vey has been made and every indication
was given that the railway would be built,
The railway would serve magnificent coun-
try. It would tap useful timber land and
open up large areas of pastoral country
favoured by heavy rainfall, It is a rail-
way that should be built without delay.
yet so far as T can judge nothing at all is
to be done. The line would serve country
that has been settled for something like 40
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years. Mr. (ilasheen referred to the Kanl-
garin-Lake tirace railway, 1 must support
his remarks. For a long time the settlers
in that area have heen promised a railway
and they are now to zet it. [ think the
survey is already in band. As soon as the
survey is completed I hope the construction
of the line will be commenced. When the
line iy constructed or even before, I hope
consideration will be given to a line south
of Lake Grace running to Pingrup, Ongerap
and on to Albany. That is the class of rail-
way which ought to be bpilt. The Gov-
ernment are talking of building lines to
serve the 3,600 farms. Of that country we
know nothing of the rainfall, the soil, or
anything else.

Heon, C. B. Williams: Yes, we know that
the soil is good.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM : The soil may
be oood but the rainfall is not good. The
railways 1 have indicated should be built
straight away becanse they would open wp
land on which Australian farmers could
make a living almost at once. This indis-
eriminate migration should cease. We should
for the present limit migration to domestic
servants, nominated wmigrants and people
possessed of means.

Hon. . B. Willimns: Heav, hear, Bui
vour party will fall ent with you over that.

Hom, €, TI. WITTEX(0M: No; many of
them agree with me.

Hon. J. R. Brown: You want ¢heap labour,

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: That is =
parrot ecry.

Hon. J. R. Brown: A parrot sometimes
tells the truth.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: We havs
heen waiting with eonsiderahle interest for
the repart. of the Migration Commission on
the 3,500 farms scheme, and the brief vefer-
ence in the Speech rather points to thera
being rapid development, T hope the great-
est eanton will he exercised in proceedine
with that schemme beeanse the Ftnte cannot
al"ord to ineur farther hig expenditure like
that on oroup settlement. We have just
heen saved from a disastrous blow in repard
to whent. The had season in (anada has
heen ovr calvation, But for that we in
Woestern Apstralin would be in 2 bad way.
Tha prive of wheat had fallen so low that
produrerz wonld he unahb'e to make wheat
growine pay. We must not forget that the
average vield of wheat in Western Austrelia
is only 11 bushels and that while the price
is 4s. to 4s. 3d. we need something like 13
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or 14 bushels to the acre to make it pay. Se
far as I can judge, the wheat grown in the
arez to be served by the railways indicated
has not reached that yiell. In no part has
it reached 11 or 12 bushels to the acre.

Hon. C. I. Williains: Did not Southern
Cross top the list?

How C. 1, WITTENOUM: I am refer-
ring to country a long way from Southern
Cross.  We are told that the low yield is
dve to bad fmning, but we simply canuot
wivid to keep several thousands of farmer~
soing while the three years rotation of erop:
i= beiug established. I wish to say a few
werils about proup scttlement. It is the
bigzest problem that this State or probably
any other State bas bad to deal with. I
eongratulate the Minister for Lands on his
eflicient administration and the reetification
of the mistakes that were made by his Gov-
croment when they first eame into ollice.
The settlements are passing through wn iti-
porlant stage just now and it is pleasing to
sey that Mr. Grogan and the members of
his hoard are daing such exrellent work.
I would not have referred to the subject nf
the settlements but for the fact that just
now Albany is receiving guite a nwinber of
people from the groups in that part of the
State. Most of those people—and this may
be their own fault—appear to be ill noar-
ished and in general distress, while some of
the women seem to be absolutely starving.
Many of them huve children and expectant
mothers muy he connted amongst the num-
ber., We in Albany cannot let them starve,
but we have our own poor to leok after and
we cannot afford to maintain all those that
are coming in from the groups,

Hon. H. Stewart: Are ihey coming in
from the gronps around Albany?

Hon, . H. WITTEXOQOOM: T have ia
wind the groups avound Denmark; T Jdo
not know about the otherm,

Hon, ¢. B. Williams: I rm inclined 1o
think the Mayor of Albany is foo pood to
them,

Hon, . H. WITTEXO0OOM: Possibty, buot
1 dn kuow we cannot afford to losk
afrer oll those people in addition to our
owi whe are in poor cireumstances, W
lmve u henevolent soeicty nnd its fumds
o vt amount o mueh. Thus we eannnt
Yo oxpurted to assist all those who eone
i from the srrronnding country,

Hon, E. H. Gray: You want a White
City down there,

ITon, ©. H. WITTENOOM: The State.
aeeepted those people as settlers and it
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should Le the Btate’s responsibility to look
after them. It is my intention fo make
application to the Charities Department
for assistanve for those people. We simply
eannot afford to keep them going. Perhaps
the departmental authorities were acting
properly in putting some of those people olf
the groups heesuse I know that there are
others that are making good. Thus the fault
maty not be that of the Government, but the
people cannot he permitted to starve in
Albany, and we are not in a position to
maintain them. [ wish also to vefer to the
Mnnieipalities Aet. Efforis have been made
for the past 19 or 20 vears to amend thai
statute, and T nn surprised to find no ref-
erence to it in the Governor’s Speech., What
the mhmicipalities in the country desirve is
the right to rate animproved land values,
just as it is given to road boards. Then
again, the linancial year of the municipelities
ends in October, and the elections take place
in November. Not sufticient time is given to
prepare the work that requires {0 be done.
The wunicipal yeur should end on the 30th
June. That would give July for the audit
and permit elections to take place in August.
The only other matter to whiech I desire to
refer 1s the disgraceful state of the Pingeliy
railway station. [ travel a good deal on the
(dreat Southern line and I pass the Mount
Barker station on which £8,000 has been
gpent. The stations at Albany and Katan-
ning are also modern, but that at Pingelly
is & disgrace. 1 understand, however, that
the Government have granted an amount for
the ercotion of a new station and 1 hope that
the work will be put in hand as soon as pos-
sible. 1 have pleasure in supporting the
Address-in-reply.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[8.7]: 1 desire to express my appreeiation
of the Chiet Secretary's courtesy in so
promptly tabling a paper which was asked
for by way of resolution in the previeus
session, [ also desire to record the apprecia.
tion of the representatives of agricultural
interests and also all interested in agricul
ture at the action of the “West Aunstralian™
in offering prizes of £1,500 towards stimu-
lating the cultivating of lupinz. I hope the
outcome will be the uiilisation of ecertain
classes of land in Western Australia with
resultant increased production. 'While on
this subject, I wish to vefer ta our well ad-
ministered Agricnltural Department. This
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department is staffed by officers who, year
in and yenr out, display not only efficiency
but great zeal in their work. By a note of
cuution, sgricuiturists are warned agains:
inporting unsuitable varieties of lupins, and
they are warned also agaiust the possible
dangers that may arise from the growth
therefrom. There are a number of subjects
referred to in the Speech, bul when it is
analysed we lind that there 18 a very little
indeed contuined in it. Twelve months ago
we were led to expect that there would be
an amendment to the Health Act und also an
amendment to the Main Roads Aet, We
were also told that the Main Roads Aet was
to be vevolutionised. Then there wus a Rural
Bunk Bill forecasted and we heard nothinw
more of either. While the session was in
progre-s at about this time last year, a seleet
conmmittce conducted an exhaustive inguiry
inle nain roads matters, but it was unabl=

to finalise its investigations. Na suny-
gestions, however, were put forward
by witnesses for substanfial amend-

ments to the Main Roads Act although
cvery encouragement was offered, and in
spite of eviticism there has been practically
no resuit. In the light of experience and of
the work thal is being carried out, a full
investigation by the varions parties inter-
ested may lend to a simpler and an acceptab'e
method of finance between the locul bodies
and the main roads authorities. I do not
intend to cover muech ground this afternoon,
though one could cover a great deal of
ground it he 1eferred to the various mat-
ters dealt with in the Speech. It iz mv
intention to confine my remarks to
giving instances of lack of consistency

Hon. J. R. Brown: You are wrong.

Hon. H. STEWART: The time has ar-
rived when it should be recognised in Aus-
tralia, and partiealarly in this State, that
it is no longer possible to ignore economie
issues and for the leader of & party to say
one thing, for his responsible Minister to
say something else, and then to aet in a
manner that is diawetrically opposed to the
views expressed,

Hon. J. R. Brown: You are now reflest-
ing on the Government,

Hon. H, STEWART:; I wish to refer to
the greatest of our spending departments,
the railways, which in the lasi finsncial
year zhowed a deficit of over £100,000. In
1924 when the present Government came
into power the profit of that department



122

was £142,170. It increased in the next year
to £190,565, but in the year following there
was a deficit of £31,000. The year after
that there a slight surplus amounting to
£34,000, and in the financial vear ended
June, 1928 the profit was £26,000. Last
year there was a deficiency of £179,000. Tn
the annual report of the department under
the heading of ‘‘working expenses’’ the
Commissioner points out that in previous
years a big demand was made on the resv-
enue of the railways by the largely in-
creased expenditure for wages and the num-
ber employed on the stafi. There was also
the rednction of working hours to 44 a
week, and inereased remunmeration given
without any reference to the Arbitration
Court. Then there was long service leave
given to the wage seetion. I do not wish
to be misunderstood on these matters. 1
hold the opinion that adequate wages should
be given to every section, and that it is the
right of cveryone to demand ns mueh as
will make the conditions of life comfort-
able. Reverting now to the figures of the
Railwav Departinent, we find that according
to the report of the Commissioner thers
was an incrcased expenditure in 1926 of
£03,000 o wages and salaries, During the
vear ended June, 1927, due to the award
which granted the 44-hour week, the in-
creased smount paid for wages over the
previons yeur was £33,000. Then in the
tollowing year long serviee leave to the
wases stafl’ involved €42,903. XNext theve
was the retrospective effect of the Arbitra-
tion award which is quite in a different
category to the expenditure due to adninis-
trative Acts of the (overnment. In his
27th annual report, the Commissioner points
out that long service leave, even in the old
eolonial government days, was given only
to people permanently employed and paid
a monthly salary, people who worked over-
time withont any extra remuneration. They
had a certain type of work to perforn,
and when the demand was made on them
they put in an extra effort, and so were
entitled to further consideration later. It
is not a question whether it is desirable
that these things should be given to peopls,
but whether it can possibly be done with
any wenee of fairness to the rest of the
commmnity, We eannot all be Government
employees and pet these benefits.

[COUNCIL.}

Hon. A. Lovekin: Long service leave re-
presents 4d. per hushel on o 10 million
bushel harvest.

Hon. H, STEWART: That little ealcula-
tion puts che position In a conerete and
useful form. When I deal with the Pre-
mier’s attitude in saying (har the cost of
production is too high, and that tle method
ol condneting Australian affnir~ it i< not on
an econoinie busis, T want to make my posi-
tion quite c¢lear in regard to suvh a matter
as long serviee leave. What we waub to
do, is not to give to everybuly semeihing
they do not earn. Just as in our educational
sy=tem any boy with health aud charucter
and natural endowments can attain to any
position obfainable in the Brntish Fmpire,
s0 [ contend that in the Ratlways, as in
most lines of work in this State—it ix one
of the things of which we ax Australians
should be proud—a young fellow ean zo
into the service, and if he is possessed
ol charaeter and industry, therce is nothing
to prevent him from hecoming Commis-
sioner of Railways, But hecause people
have character and industry is not to say
they are entitled to more than those people
vutside the Public Service who cannot obtaia
long service leave. 1 desire to refer to hospital
iinance in order that the Government may
e forewarned and not again bring down
to tlis lonse a measnre, as they bave been
do'ng for a few vears past, and under it
seek to appropriate revenues never intended
tor the purpose, It is neecessary to draw
attention to this, because Mr. Willecock on
the 2nd Febrnary of this year in a Press
statement dealing with hospital finanece,
after touching upon several other matters
and criticising sume statements by Sir James
Mitchell, went on to say this—

There seems to be a distinet and definite op-
position, cspecially in the Council, to making
ony money available to the Government for
any purpose, no matter how worthy. No more
wanton and flagrant disregard of public in-
terests e¢nuld have been exhibited than the
action of the Legislative Counecil in refusing
te allow £35,000 of sandalwood royalties to go
intp revenne when there was a reserve fund of
£7,127, nnd the average annual expenditure
was only £3,221, particularly in view of the
fact that the Conservator of Foreats reported

he eould not use the money for the purpose
for which it was eet apart.

That statement abouf ‘‘could not mse the
maney for the purpose for which it was set
anart’’ was false, becanse there i= in the
Forvests Aet nothine whieh says that san-
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dalwood royalties shall be used for the re-
establishinent of sandalwoed; the purpose
for which they were set apart was refores-
tation without any particular restriction.
On that oceasion [ replied through the
columns of the *West Aostralian’ and
said that Mr. Willeock was very ill advised
when he wrote that paragraph. This is
what | wrote in reply—

That paragraph represeuts the notion of the
present  Governmeut in  counection with the
Foresta Aet. Since they vame into power in
1924 they have been cndeavouring to get into
Consolidatedl Revenue money from royalties
which  Parlianient in 1918 decreed by the
Forests Act should e for reforestation, The

Government 's mcthod of prucedure hay heen
wily, but the Couneil was not unready.

My reply also rontained a warning whi i
some of = here issned last session, and
wlich 1 think the Government would be well
advised to constder even now. The feeling
last session was that the (fovermment
should have none of this amonnt from san-
dulwood royalties. Because it is well knowy
by thuese who have watched Lhe forestry
position, not only in this State and in the
Commonwealth, but throughout the world,
instead of sceing how mueh ean be taken
from these rovalties, with the reforestatiun
that is taking place here as (ualified mun
become availnble and the staff of the Forests
Bepartment iy increased -the work o
reforestation  govs  on  progessively to
such an  extent that T am led to
helieve that within a very short time
the funds available for reforestation
as o whole will not be sufticient to cope
with the amonnt of work it is destrable
should be carvied out. The Premier, after
hizs conference in Conberra and while he
was still there, voiced some very worthy
«entitnonts regarding the high cost of pro-
duction, and the neeessity for trying to get
it se'luced. Ile urged the people of Aus-
tralia to realise that they must consider the
economic position and carry on in aceord-
ance with the prineiples of economiecs, The
Premier set the pace for the other leaders.
Only recently he has voiced the opinion thaf
one thing about Australian production,
which Australia may have to ennsider, is
that whereas now production requiras up-
to-dnts machinery and the serapping of pre-
war nethods—obsolete machinery is being
cast out in other parts nf the world.—Ans-
tralia will have to sit up and econsider thiz.
That would be all very well, and we would
he with him if only he would take the neces-
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sary action to back up his statements; if he
could persuade his Cabinet and those whom
politically he represents to net accordingly.
We bave also the National wmovement in the
Eastern States saying the sume thing, and
zuing farther and saying candidly what we
have been saying for years and what peo-
ple will not realise, namely, they will not
tnke the average of the primary producers
ov agriculturists throughout the Common-
wenlth, A proportion of our agriculturists
have done well on the land and have be-
rome wealthy through dilirrent phases of
agricnliure.  But the fart remains that it
iloes not matter whether we take instances
from the group settlement in this State or
take the older settlements in the Eastern
States where agriculture has beem prose-
vuted for 50 vears or more, the position of
the people on the land must be made ruck
that thev may get a comfortable living nd
have some forms of enjovment, but they
nmet stay on the Jand for the second mene-
ration. In the older settled States, the
tronble has heen that the people, takiug
them by and large, have not stayed on the
lsud.  Thex have gone off the land and
other people, newly imported, have gone
an in their places, and faced with the difficul-
ties of the life, they have drifted away, while
vet another set of people have followed
on and taken up the running. What, then,
i= the Premier's method of endeavouring
to bring into operation the redueing of the
vost of produetion and making the condi-
tions of those developing the country sarh
that others will follow them, instead ol
staying in the city and going into industries
which, relatively, are of very little nse in
puint of linancing the Commonweaith? 1Ie
shows his interest in that direction—in spite
of his statement that he has taken no In-
creased amount of tax from the agricu'-
turists, and the cartoons at the last Assembly
elections—by increasing the land tax. I say
he has largely incressed the land tax. Fa
savs he has not even doubled the land tax.
He fails to recognise that after taking off
the 13 per cent. super tax and then doubling
the fax, other interests beecame operative
berause of the wiping out of the £250 ex-
emption, which benefited the small man.
Then, further, the former rebate that was
in operation, that either the land tax or the
income tax, whichever was the smaller,
should be exempted—instead of that rebate
being allowed, 50 per cent. of it was re-
moved. When the whole effect of the
amendment passed by the Government in



124

opposition to the attitude of this Chamber
is taken into account, we see that in some
cases a man, particularly a small man, t
paying many time: the amount of tax that
he wus paying betorve. Tlat is one aspect
of the ¢uestion. Another is that, through
following the political party he represents,
the Premier, when he taxed on unimproved
land values without exemption, introduced
the vicious principle of putting the man
who (id not improve his land in a more
favourable position than he oecupied hefore
the Government brought that legislation into
operation, That is one way in which, in
a back-handed manner, the Premier seeks to
reduce the cost of production. This Cham-
ber, in spite of the remarks of the Minister
for Railways, does seek to protect the people
who are engaged in developing the country.
This was shown when the Government last
session proposed to tax every water supply,
small or large, that was established in the
country, and had been in operalion fcr
some time. That was blocked by this House,
Al these things taken together tend to in-
erease the cost of prodmection. Whai sym.
pathy wus shown by the Government when
we songht to obtain an exemption from tha
enfertainment tax for small country shows?
Teople in the country have fo entertain
thewselves.  Mr. Gray knows how worthy
of considerntion they are. He might well
inflnence those he immediately represents
by the vast knowledge he has gained in the
counlry, and influence the IPremier to act in
acenrdance with the prineiples that are best
suited to the Rtate. The tremendous lee-
way made by the tailways on account of
administrative charges shows that the ae-
tions of the Government are at variance
with the opinions heing expressed by the
Premier. T must refer to the inconsisteney
of the utterances of members of the Cabi-
net. The 1’remier puts forward as one of
the cxeuses for the railway deficit and the
udverse position of the finances zenerally
that the senson was not as good as had
been hoped. Whereas the railways had to
transport only 35,000,000 bushels, they au-
ticipated getting 40,000,000 bushels, Almost
at the same moment the Minister for Rail-
ways claims that the wheat traffie is car.
ried at a loss, althongh he wants more of
it. Tt is time the Minister for Reilways
stopped talking about it in that strain a<
if troin loads of wheat were being earried
hundred, of miles in a direel journey at a
Ioss, That is a misleadiny statement. YWhen
the loss is connted up the railwaps tnke
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the average freight rate on the whole of
the trafic. Beeause they do not get that
average for wheat, they say they are carry-
ing it at & loss.

Ilou, H. Seddon: What does it cost per
mile?

Ion. H. STEWART: 1 do not propose to
inform the hon. member. 1 lave no desire
to be side-tracked from my speech.

Hon, E. H. Harrig: It would be worth
while if’ we could get the intorination.

Hou. H. STEWART: These are in-
stances of nconsisteacy on the pmt of Min-
isters of the Government. Their adminis-
irutive actions eonnected with the rvailways
are at variance with sound principles guid-
ing the cost of production and the prin-
ciples enunciated by the Premier. Of course
the generul elections are coming along anl
the Premter’s remarks sound very well now.
I want the people, however, to remember
administrative action has not been in kecp-
ing with the suggestions that there should
be a reduetion in the cost of produc-
tion. I also wish to refer to the Fremantle
wheat handling charces. Not only have the
(Government a vermin tax, furnished by the
pastoralists and azriculturists, but it sought
by regulution to chavge the Vermin Board
with the administrative costs. Would it be
too much to ask the Government, that says
it wants to keep down the cost of produe-
tion, to eontribute something towards keep-
ing down vermin on its own reserves? Very
little is done in that way. Most of the vermin
is hred on Crown land and reserves under the
vontrol of the Government. Here is another
instance of the lack of sympathy of the Gov-
ernment towards the man who requires that
the cost of production shall be kept down.
They impose a charge of £3,000 demurrage
on delayed wheat trncks at Fremanile. The
wheat was held up because the lumpers were
having a domestic strike. The men refused
to handle the wheat, and no one else was
allowed to do so. The farmers, therefore,
had to pay half of what was demanded. This
shows what svmpathy is to be expected from
members of the Government who preach this
policy of keeping down the cost of prodne-
tion, and who at the same time add to the
burdens already earried by the producers
themselves.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It shows that the
Premier is capable of speaking with two
voices.

Hou. H. STEWART: Yes. Another as.
pect of the matier is cansing me some con-
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carn. It is one which has an important bear-
ing on the community. We see the effect of
it in the Fcderal arena. People have been
accused of muking unworkable the Arbitra-
tion Acts. [ refer to the political leaders of
industrial movements in the other States
What have they donc to see that Federal
arbitration awards and arhitration laws arc
earried out? They have brought into disre-
pute the very laws that the National Gov-
ernment proposed to remove, and yet ask
that they should be retained.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Who was respon-
sible for the stoppage of work on the coal
mines, the workers or the employera?

Hon. H STEWART: The hon. member
will be able to tell us later on. 1 wish to
refer to one thing that I think will bave a
bad intluence on the community. Govern-
nents are constantly asking Parliament to
ratify certain acts done without statutory
authority. 1f that sort of thing goes on,
local governing bodies and private individ-
uals will lose their respeet for the law.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The law is an ass
all the time.

Hon. H. STEWART: Perhaps the hon.
member does not believe in observing the
law.

Hon. C. B, Willinins: Only when it suits,
I suppose, the same as with you.

Hon. H. STEWART: It will be a poor
look out for the community when there is
no respect for the law. Let me take the
actions of the Government. They brought
into force the 44-hour week for Government
employees without going to the Court. They
granted long-service leave to the railway em-
ployees in the same way.

Hon, E, H. Gray: Your party supporterd
and advocated it on the hustings,

Hon. H. STEWART : For two years they
have been conducting a State Insurance
Office without authority. I hope scon we
shall learn something about that. Variou<
validating Bills have been brought down,
one last session in conneetion with Collie ani
another body. The sum of £30.000, from
the Federal Government, as proved by the
evidenre submitted to the selert committee on
main roads, was lost to this State because
the Minister for Works took no note of th-
agreement under which he was working with
the Federal Government, and his officers,
who were supposed to advise him, took
no note either.  Throngh the action of
the Minister, who must have known
the econditions of the agreement wunder
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whirh he had been working for two years,
the people of the State suifered. That was
a large amount for the State to lose merely
because the Minister failed to do the work
e should have done and abide by the agree
ment he had signed.

Hon. C. B, Williams: What good did the
seleet committee do! It was a waste of
noney.

Ilon. H. STEWART: 1t did a great deal
of good in this and other directions.

Hon. C. B. Williams: 1t merely chased up
a lot of innuendoes.

Hon, . STEWART: I am given to un-
derstand that although there is no basic rate
for road work, and although according to
the Premier it is necessary {o keep down the
cost of production, [ocal authorities who
tender for main road work are obliged to
pay the basie woge, employ the men for 44
hours a week, and ygive 61, a week extra for
distriet allowances to men who are not resi-
dent in their own districts. Every member
who knows country conditions will under-
stand what a big factor this will be in in-
creasing the cost of read making, Prob-
ably this will mean either that the local au-
thorities will be unable to contract for road
work, or else this will be a disturbing factor
that will interfere with the employment of
regular hands who were satisfied with the
old conditions,

Hon. C. B. Williams: More money will
be spent in the distriets,

Hon. H. STEWART: That is a fallacy.
It is not the results that are looked for, bul
the spending of money. There is a limit to
the spending of money without return.

Hon. C. B, Williams: Which is the
wealthiest eouniry in the world?

Hon. H. STEWART: The country that
produces the most.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And pays the high-
est wages,

Hon. H. STEWART: But the men are
paid to produce, and they produce when they
are paid,

Hon. C. B. Williams: In that ease——

The PRESIDENT: Order! I mmnst ask
the hon. member interjecting to rvestrain
bimself. He will have an opportunity Iater
on of replying to Mr. Stewart’s remarks.

Hon. H. STEWART: It was a weleome
interjection, because it enables me to develop
the point whicle tite hon. member and his
col'leagues fail (o realise, which the Premier
lins realised but dors not act on, that the cost
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of produetion in Australia is too high, and
that it is through increased efficiency, in-
¢rea:ed production for a certain expenditure,
that one gets results and improves the stand-
ard of eomfort. That is why the comntry
wlich pays the highest wages is the meosi
prusperous. It gets a return for the wages.

Hon. C. B. Willimmns: They have piece-
work there.

How, 1I. STEWART: I wi-bed to refer
to the action of the people with whom the
bon. member and the Premier are associated,
action showing how they have failed in this
very respect. Hecently the Premier has been
sayinr that Australia must take stoek and
consider with regard to elficiency in produe-
tion, We had one of the most efficient works
managers, I suppose, in Australia wanting
to come here and start works at Fremantle.
Ile wanted to pay high wages. He pays
higher than award wages. But he wanted
and wants resolts, e required a system of
piecework. In the Eastern States people are
agreenble to have piecework, H. V. McKay
was prepared to institute that system here,
and thus to reduce the cost of farming ma-
chinery to Western Australian agrieunlturists.
But the people with whom the hon. member
is nssociated would have nathing to do with
piecework,  In other words, they wanted
wages without results. Otherwise they would
nut have been afraid of piecework.

Hon. C, B, Williams: Because of the con-
ditions you wish to introduce into this State,
poverty is greater in the Eastern States than
it is here.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon. IT. STEWARY: If the law is broken
by the {foverminent as in the instance of
railway wage aliairs, State insurance, the
conducting year after year of “White City,”
the fo-s of €I0,000 throngh the failure of
the Minister for Works to apply to the Fed-
eral Main Roads Board, is it surprising that
local zoverning authorities should be found
in some instances doinr things that are
illegnl ! These lueal authorities do not know
what the position is, and say, “It does not
matter: the Government do this and get
away with it What is the use of baving
Municinalities and Road Distriets Acts ii
such things are permitted? At this stage
I wonld like to lave the interest of Mr.
Nicholron. A municipality and a road board
in a cerfain part of thi: State agreed with
the Government as to the provision of cer-
tain houpital extensions, and the Government
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instructed the municipality and road board
to sign a contract with a contractor for about
£5,000 worth of work in respect of build-
ings on Government land. If the local au-
thorities want tuv sue the contractor, what
sort of a case have they? In the first in-
stance, was it not utierly illegal, and is it
not still wtterly illegal, for local governing
authorities on the G6th December, 1927, to
ltiave entered into a contract to pay a eon-
tractor £5,000 for the erection of buildings
on Government land when the necessary
amendwent ot the law was not brought about
until the 23rd December, two and a halt
weeks later ! That amendment enabled the
loeal authorities to use up to 10 per cent.
ol their rates by way of interest and siuk-
ing fund in respeet of a eertain loan or
capital expenditure.

Hon, C. B. Willinms: Where was this?

Hon. H. STEWART: This is only one
instance. There are plenty of such cases,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Who is it?

Hon, H. STEWART: \When one is mak-
ing a general case, 1 do not know that thexre
is any specific reason why one should state
the specific instance.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You may be draw-
ing on your imagination.

Hon. H. STEWART: Members who have
been in this House a few years know—and
I hope Mr. Williams will also find it is
so—that when | speak I do not draw on
my imagination, and that my statements
of fact will hear investigation. This is the
question that arises in my mind. Why do
the Government instruet a municipality and
u road board, participating fifty-fifty, to
enter into a contract for buildings to be
erected on Government land?

Hon. J. Nicholson: ls it not an. extra-
ordinary thing!?

Hon. I, STEWART: Yes. Why should
the Government urge the loeal authorities
to do such u thing?

Heon. C. B, Williaws: Are you imagining
this?

Hon, H. STEWART: T am referring to
the Wagin Hospital.

Hon, C. B, Williams: Now we know.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. II, STEWART : Now the hon, mem-
her knows thnt | am speaking by the card.
If the vootrnet
contract and the local authorities had to
sne him, would they have any legal stand-
inz, and would they be able to secnre anv
veldress?
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Hon. ¢, B. Williams: As to that—

Hon. (. W, Miles: On a point of order.
I complain of the interjections of the hou.
member,

The PHRESIDENT: Will Mr. Stewart
vesume his seat? [ wish to remind the
hon, member who is interjecting so cou-
tinually that it is not he who is address-
ing the Chair, but Mr. Stewart.

Hon, C. B. Williaww: T have to apolo-
uise, Mr. President.

The PRESIDENT: Very well. I hope
that it is not a mere npology, but that
the hon. member will not persist in inter-
Jjeeting, since he will have amnple opportun-
ity later of replving to the various state.
ments to which he ohjects.

Hon. C. B. Willinms: Very well, sir; hur
1 thonght I was assisting the hon. membher,
[ am sorry if | was not.

Hon. H. STEWART: I regret it if the
han, member's interjections have led to
eanfusion i the minds of those listening
to me. For my part, I felt that the hon.
memher was vather helpful, although 1
know he was yuite disorderly. The neces-
sary amendment of the law was made on
the 23rd December, 1927, and the contract
in question was made on the 6th December,
1927, The amendment is in Section 28 of
the Hospitals Aect, which reads—

Any loan heretofore raised by the Muniei-
pality of Collie or the Katanning Road Board
for any such ohject as aforesaid im hereby
validated notwithstanding that such muniei-
pality or board may not bave had any legal
authority to raise such loan, or that any of

the relative provisions of its loeal govern-
ment Aet were not complied with.

I quote that to illustrate that prior to the
passing of the necessary amending legisla-
tion two local governing bodies had done
this thing, Apparently while the amending
legislation was before Parliament, the Gov-
ernment sent s eontract to another muniei-
pality asking them to do an illegal act.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why was not Wagin
incinded in the Bill?

Hon. H. STEWART: Perhaps the Bill
was down in the water bevond the Plimsoll
mnark.

Hon. T. Nicholson: Probably it will he
necessary to introduce another amending
Bill.

Fon. H. STEWART: Yes T was illns-
trating the faet that the Government had
dome varions illeral actz, apart from the
logal aets of individual Ministers, and
had hoen metting the local governing auth-
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oritivs to do illegal arts also. In further
tHhi=tration of my point I quote the Wagin
Water Board. 1 have received from the
secretany, Mr. €. C, Keyser, a letter which
1 propose to read to the House. The fact
of Wagin heing in my constituency is one
reasnn why 1 am indeed pleased that the
town las obtained a water supply and ad-
ditional hospital acrommedation. Ido not
want there to be any misinterpretation ou
that score. Still, there is a proper way of
doing things, T do not think the Govern-
menl should do things in an illegal man.
uer, ur lead local anthorities to do things
in an illegal manner, because that gives
rise to other illegal actions, The letter is
s follows—

Dear Mr, Stewart, The Water Board have
Ieen advised to strike a supplemental rate of
2s, 6d. in the pound ag from February lst
Ingt. The following is a copy of letter re-
ceived from the Acting Under Secretary for
Works :—"*With refdrence to the interview
vou had with me on the 19th June, 1929, the
member  for the distriet (Mr, 8. Stubbs,
M.J.AD and Councillor Picsse being preseat,
T have to inform you that the Government
have decided that they will introduce a Bill
next session  of Parliament to enable the
Wugin Water Board to strike a supplemental
rate of 2s. 6d, in the pound as from the 1st
February, When this Bill has been intro-
duced, the Government ezpect the board to
strike a supplemental rate of 2s. 6d. in the
pound and eelloet it during this financial year,
which ends in October next. I also promised
that an officer of thia department, if reguired
by the board, would he sent to Wagin at the
bhoard’s expense to assist in writing up the
rate hook and iasuing the rate notices.’”

The letter does not state to whom the Gov-
ernment's eommunication was addressed;
hut 1 suppose it was directed to the mayor.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Who signed the let-
ter?

Hon. H. STEWART: I read an extract
from the letter from the Acting Under See-
retary for Works and it iz included in the
letter T received from the secretary of the
Waein Water Board, The seeretary’s letfer
roes on to sav—

T pointed out tv the board that in my judg-
ment it was practically impossible to give
offret to the atriking of the 2s, 64. supple-
mental rate 29 from the 1st Fehruary. Bnt
my contention was apparently, from what the
Tnder Sceretary is reported to have said to
th~ Mavor, ‘‘nonsense.!' Tocument, marked
‘¢A’? attached, shows in detail why T con-
sidered it impracticable.

The follnwing letter ix now tn hand, under
dete 87+h July, from the T'nder Sceretary
for Water Sapply:—*‘T have been in fur-
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ther communication with the Solicitor Gen-
eral regarding the striking of a supplemental
rate, and he has requested me to ask your
Loard to immediately strike a supplemental
rate of 1s, 1014d. in the pound for the year
ending the 31st October next. I enclose here-
with a draft notice which should be adver-
tired in the ‘‘ Government Gazeite’’ early next
month (Asgust), The Hon. Minister will be
introducing, immediately the Address-in-Reply
in finished, a Bill to validate the striking of
the nbove-mentioned rate by your board.’’

The 1s. 10%5d. rate for the full year eyvals
the 2s. Gl. rate for nine months as first men-
tionaed in the letter from the Under Secretary
for Works, dated 21st June last. The second
letter, howover, almits that my contention was
correet, that it was, to all intents und purposes
impracticable to give effeet to it in the rate
hook, and then convey it on the rate notices
to ratepayers,

Of c¢ourse the secvetary meant that it was
legally impracticable for the hoard to do so.
First of all they strike on a sixpenny rate;
then the secretary of the Water Board is
told to send out a supplementavy rate for
which there is no statutory anthority.

Hon. €. B. Williams: The goods huve
heen delivered to them!

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes, but the pro-
pasals suggested a course of action that
wag illegal.

Houn. E. . Giray: But the Solicitor Gen-
eral advised that course.

Hon. H. STEWART: Relying on the ac-
tion being validated subsequently!  The
diffienlty could bave been overcome in an-
other way altogether, but they did not sug-
gest that course. [ want to show the House
what the aftermath was. The secretary in
his letter continues—

The Govermuent fuiled to provide for the
striking of a supplemental rate in the existing
Water Bonrd Aet, they advised the board last
January to strike a supplemental rate not-
withstanding, and it would have heen atruck
but I told the board it had no anthority.
And when | owas gent to Ierih to diseuss the
matter with the Assistant Under Seeretary for
Works, Mr. Low, he hald to admit it, after
con ultation with the Solicitor General. The
Winister is now asking the board to strike
& supplenental rate without stetutory nuth-
ority aud the introduetion of a Bill to vali-
date it has bteen promised. The hoard and
T have heen at loagerheads over this matter,
but the stand T took up has heen admitted
to be eorreet in hoth instanees, but not until
a great wrong Las been done me.

Hon. . B. Williams: Hud the secretary
sidestepped the trouble, it wonld have been
all right,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H, STEWART: Yes. I understand
that there has been a pronouncement by o
prominent magistrate that a town clerk can-
not shelter himself behind the actions of a
munieipal eouncil if that council take ae-
tion against his advice. I merely refer to
this invident in order to lend point to my
argument, Here we have heads of the Gos-
ermment doing an illegal aect and asking a
loenl authority to do an illegal act too! [
ean give instanees of muyors and others in
responsible positions in connection with
logal governing authorities who have done
iltegal acts from time to time, and [ and
other members of Parliament have fo en-
deavour to get those people out of their
difficulties, Such aets indieate that people
have lost respeet for the observance of the
requirements of the various Aects that are
in eperation. I do not suppose the point
denlt with by the secretarv of the Wagiu
Water Board would be regarded as one of
vital importance, bat still the fact remains
that it involves a prineiple and the eowse
adopted by the Government was wrong. It
is not rvight that a man after having held
this position for 18 years, whose integrity
is beyond question, and who is mniversally
respected, should be placed in sueh a posi-
tiom that after he has told his municipul
couneil that they cannot do certain things,
hecause there is no statutory authority for
them, the Under Seeretary of a Government
department, acting with, T presume, ihe
anthority of his Minister, cun say—

I promise that an officer of this department,
if required by the Board, will he gent to
Wagin ut the board’s expense to assist in

writing up the rate haok and issuing the rate
nelievs,

Faney such an action by a (overnment who
claim to stand for all that is fair and for
even-handed justice to all people, who claim
to stand by those who are more in need of
assistance than are others!

Hon. C. B. Williams: The Government
adopted a kindly course!
Hon. H. STEWART:

disrespect for the law,

Hon, C. B. Williams<: But the amended
law will be in operation before the end nf
October.

Hon. 1L, STEWART Will it? We will
see about that. I shall look to Mr. Nichol-
son for some advice as to the legality of
the position I have drawn attention to.

And showed theiz
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Hon. J. Nicholson: I do not think there
is any question as to the illegality of it.

Hon. H. STEWART: Ilere the Govern-
ment have got the municipality to send a
contractor to put up buildings on Govern-
ment land! Perhaps it is a shrewd move on
the part of the Minister who is responsibie.
Mr. Wittenoom has referred to harbour
matters and I intend to deal with the poxi-
tion of the Albany Harbour. In ‘‘Han-
sard’’ for 26th October, 1826, we find that
the Chief Secretary, when moving the see-
ond reading of the Albany Harbour Board
Bill, quoted the Surveyor General, Mr.
Cammn, who is also a member of the Railway
Advisory Board. He told us that Mr. Camm
who, he remarked, was greatly interestud
in the Bill, had stated—

With the construction of the propused
Boyup Brook to Crunbreok snilway, the Man-
jimup to Mt. Barker line, also recommended
by the Railway Advisory Board, and the Pem-
borton to Denmark railway, which has been
authorised, there seems nc doubt that, when
the country to Le served by these lines is sot-
tled, a very large amount of produce indeed
will oventually find its wuy to Albany for
shipment to oversea ports. I consider that the
Manjimup to Mt, Barker line especially will
open up one of the most extensive amd finest
belts of couatry in the State tor closer sctile-
ment, and the production ¢f butter and allied
products will be very large. Albuny appears
to me to be the natural porr for this eountry,
Also in conjunction with the development of
the wheat arens east of Lake Gruce und
Neowdegate and out to the No, 1 Rolbit-preot
Pence, it scems to me that z fine natural har-
bour like Princeas Royal harbour will have to
be made use of as a port for the export of
wheat and that, in view of the very large
amount of freight now going to Fremantle,
and which must be very largely increasel
when the Eastern wheat distriets are wmore
fully developed, the State will he forced to
divert a good dval of the traffic to sueh a
port as Albany.

He also quoled Sir George Buellanan whe
said, in the ecourse of u report—

Tt is certainly n matter for regret that such
n fine natural harbour as Albany should not
play a more important part, and be a great
trade centre.  On the face of it, it would ap-
pear to he rensonable to develop communica-
tions behind Albany, and mnke it an oversca
port. Wheat is now heing grown east of Al-
hany as far ns Israelite Bay, which is 100
miles bevond Esperance, where there is a pro-
posal to establish an overseas port, but a rail-
way enst of Albany combined with a coastal
service from Esperance to Albany might be
preferable to the establishment of yet another
overseas port.
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Further on, Sir George comments—

Albany is one of the finest natural harhours
in Australin. lts development is naterally
dependent on Gevernment policy.

That attitude was endorsed by Captain
Frank W. Fletcher, master of the steamer
“Allara,” who wrote a letter to the “West
Australian.”

Hon. J. R. Brown:
tralian” publish it?

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes. I think that
master mariner displayed temerity in writ-
ing to that paper.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There is something
wrong somewhere if the “West Australian”
could puhlish a letter like that,

Hon, 3. STEWART:
letter was as follows:—

Did the “West Aus-

Coptain Fletcher's

I have followed with some intevest the dis-
cussion in vour paper on the extension of
Fremantle Harbour, and us o shipmaster with
cunsideralle  cxperience on  the Australian
voast, and an exempt pilot for 24 Australian
ports, 1 have been wondering why you want
to extenil Fremauntle harhour at all,

As 1 gee it Fremantle harbour as at pre-
sent constitated, is fully eapable of Jealing
with  the normal  trade  vequirements  of
Western Australin, and it is only in times
of arasonal activity in the wheat shipping
setson, that the facilities at presemt provided
prove inadequate.

To extend Fremuntle harhour, as at pre-
sent planned, is going to be u very costly
job, awd T submit for vour consideration the
idea that instend of spending svine millions
in vxtending the harhour, the expenditure of
a froetion of this amount in providing snit-
able wheat shipping facilities =at Albany,
where one of the finest nataral harhours in
the Commonweatlh is Iying idle, would be a
much  hetter  proposition  finuneially and in
every other way, for the State.

[ kuow that this proposition will meet with
opposition from various vested interests, but
in & matter of this magnitnde the purely
parochial viewpoint should be ignored. I
have seen o plan of the proposed extension of
Fremantle Harbour, and with all due defer-
ence to the eminent author of the scheme,
can only deseribe it as a shipmnster’s night-
mare. T world venture to peint out to the en-
gineer in charge of the plans, that the vepu-
tation of any port i3 in the hands of the
pilots and exempt masters who work it, and
despite a recent remark that such people
should work it as they find it, it would be in
the public interest if the opinion of these
neaple, who in the final analysis make or mar
the port’s reputation, was .obtained before
anv cxtensive seheme of alterations was ear-
ricd ont.

Tt is impossible that wheat would have to
be railedl a few miles farther, for shipment
at Alhany, but it seems to me that if only
a smal) portion of the money which has heen
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expended on places such as Bunbury, Bussel-
ton, and Esperance, had lwen expended on
Albnny, Western Australia would be able to
point with pridle to one of the finest harbours
in the world with facilities seeond to none.

Hon. E. I Gray: T don’t think that man
ean have heen murh overseax or he would
not. write like that.

Hon. J. R. Brown: He must have been in
a rowing boat.

Hon, . STEWART: With a harbour
such as we can have construeted st Albany,
the Railway Depsriment shonld vun  the
wheat from the natural zones to Lhe nearest
ports. Tf that were done, then the wheat
wounld he drown from natural zones instead
of from railway zones, Under that system
industry  would he stimuolated at our
various ports. Under the present svstem
I koow that the Railway Department
has to send five train loads from Wagin
to Bunhury, whereas the traffic conld he
dealt with hy three train loads if the produce
we e sent to Alhany. That sort of thing is
not calenlated tn reduce the cost of prodne-
tion,

On mation by Hon, G. W, Miles, dehale
adjourned,

House adjonrined at 6.18 p.m.
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The SPEANWER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ABORIGINES AND
POISON BAITS.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Has permission been granted
to any aboriginal in Kimberley to carrv
poison, or to lay poison baits; if so, how
many, and by whom are the ahorigines em-
ployed.

[ASSEMBILY.]

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied : If the question applies to the
period since the nmending Dog Act came in-
to operafion, it is impossible to reply with-
out reference to the various local protectors,
becanse it iz those officers who are em-
powered to issne the permnits referred to.
The Chief Protector has no knowledge of
any such permits having been issued.

QUESTION—COLD STORAGE,
SHIPSIDE.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Avrtenlture:  In view of the increasing
vilume and iniportance of fresh fruit ex-
port from Western Aunstralia, is it the in-
tention of the Government this vear to pro-
vide shipside cold storage at Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied:  As ample eold storage accommo-
dation is available nt the W.A, Meat Export
Companv’s Works, Iremantle, the erection
of a cold store on the Fremanile wharf is
nnt warranted at the present time.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT AT
PEMBERTON.

Mr. JJ. FI. SMITH asked the Minister for
Works: 1. Ts he aware that approximately
100 men are out of work at Pemherton? 2,
If so, will he tnke steps to see that no more
men are sent from the labour hureau until
local men have been engaged? 3, As many
unemployed men have been waiting at lenst
ten weeks, and are praectieally starving, will
it be possible for those men to receive assist-
ance for living purposes through the loeal
police until snch time as railway econstrue-
tion is in operation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, 2, and 3, Tt is konown that a number of
men are unemployed at Pemberton. The
policy of the Government is to engage a
pererntnce of loeal men and o small pick-
up will take place at this centre on Friday
next.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day.
Dehate resumed from the 1st August.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [4.37]: It was
ref my intention te tuke part in the de-
hate at i< eaty <tage, but to my surprise
T fied a ~e'nebewee pmongst o'der memhers



